IRB #1- Greene


Dystopic Fiction

Independent Read Assignment List

In this unit, we are discussing dystopic fictions and analyzing them for what aspect of our society that they are eagerating. By the end of the unit, you will be able to analyze the test for the implicit criticism of our society. 

For this unit, you must pick a book off of the following list. The list represents a full range of reading levels and abilities. You must obtain a copy of the text. There are many ways to get a copy of the book, which are all popular titles. You can get it from a library, you can borrow it from me, you can read it online, you can get it from a used bookstore or you can get it from a discount retailer online, such as Amazon. If you want to borrow a copy of the book from me, you must come in at the beginning of lunch time. I do not have extra copies of all the texts, but I do have most. 
Player Piano Kurt Vonnegut

Enders Game Orson Scott Card
Uglies Scott Westerfield
V for Vendetta Alan Moore

The Watchmen Alan Moore
Anthem Ayn Rand
Due Dates

You MUST have the book in class September 27th. We will have three reading quizzes and three days of discussion on the days that your reading is due. On the days that we have discussions on our outside reads, you will be responsible for answering a set of discussion questions together in your small groups based on what book you are reading. 

Here is the reading schedule:

September 27th- Bring book and signed permission slip to class. 

October 4th- First 1/3 (50 points)
October 16th- Second 1/3 (50 points)
October 25th- Last 1/3 (50 points)

October 30th-Book project due (100 points)
In addition to the reading and the quizzes, you will be responsible for a project based on your book. This is not a summary of your book, but a thoughtful representation of some element of your book. The options for this project are listed below. 
Option 1:

For this artistic project, you must articulate the dystopian view of your world. This should not be a scene from the book, but somehow related to the problem that your particular book represents in society. For this project, you may not do a collage and your project must represent a finished and complete artistic representation. You are not graded on your artistic ability, but the effort that you put forth in the completion of your project. If you do a painting, it should be on a canvas, not on poster board or on cardboard.  I WILL NOT ACCEPT PENCIL DRAWINGS.
Option 2:

Do a written comparison of a movie you think has a similar theme to your book. This should reflect specific details of your understanding of your text as well as your understanding of the movie. The paper should be 3-4 pages in length and analyze specific scenes from both. 

Option 3:

You may write your own dystopic fiction. This should be a story that represents a problem that you see in our world that is exagerated in the story you write. This should be at least 3-4 pages. 

Statistics on Reading

· Over 50% of NASA employees are dyslexic. They are deliberately sought after because they have superb problem solving skills and excellent 3D and spatial awareness. 

· When the State of Arizona projects how many prison beds it will need, it factors in the number of kids who read well in fourth grade. 

· 10 million Americans can't read at all, 45 million are marginally illiterate and one-fifth of high school graduates can't read their diplomas. 

· Since 1983, more than 10 million Americans reached the 12th grade without having learned to read at a basic level. In the same period, more than 6 million Americans dropped out of high school altogether. 

· The U.S. Department of Education found that, generally, the more students read for fun on their own time, the higher their reading scores. Between 1984 and 1996, however, the percentage of 12th grade students reporting that they "never" or "hardly ever" read for fun increased from 9 percent to 16 percent.

· The SC Children’s Trust Fund points out that people on welfare and incarcerated are more likely to be high school dropouts.

· Reading aloud to children builds listening skills, increases a child’s attention span, and develops the ability to concentrate at length. 

· The educational careers of 25 to 40 percent of American children are imperiled because they don't read well enough, quickly enough, or easily enough. 

· There are almost half a million words in our English Language - the largest language on earth, incidentally - but a third of all our writing is made up of only twenty-two words. 

· Out-of-school reading habits of students has shown that even 15 minutes a day of independent reading can expose students to more than a million words of text in a year. 
