IRB 2 – 9th Grade
War Stories
For this reading assignment, you will choose a war or holocaust book to read from the following list. All books are readily available at libraries and I have limited copies of the books, which you may check out from me at lunch time. The books that I have lots of copies of are marked by a “*”. 
Slaughterhouse Five by Kurt Vonnegut
The Book Thief by Markus Zusak
Maus I and II by Art Spiegalman *
The Chocolate War by Robert Cormier

You are responsible for getting a version of the book on your own. You can buy one, get one rom the library or read one for free online. You MUST have the book by January 29th. 

Here are some online resources:
Slaughterhouse Five etext
http://ebookbrowse.com/kurt-vonnegut-slaughterhouse-five-pdf-d314562214

The Chocolate War etext
http://www.onread.com/fbreader/1435249/

[bookmark: _GoBack]First 1/3: February 12th
Second 1/3: February 26th
Last 1/3: March 12th
Project: March 19th
Option 1:
For this artistic project, you must articulate a theme from your book. This should not be a scene from the book, but somehow related to a symbol, theme or problem in your book. For this project, you may not do a collage and your project must represent a finished and complete artistic representation. You are not graded on your artistic ability, but the effort that you put forth in the completion of your project. If you do a painting, it should be on a canvas, not on poster board or on cardboard.  I WILL NOT ACCEPT PENCIL DRAWINGS.
Option 2:
Do a written comparison of a movie you think has a similar theme to your book. This should reflect specific details of your understanding of your text as well as your understanding of the movie. The paper should be 2-3 pages in length and analyze specific scenes from both. This is graded on your creativity, your understanding of both book and movie and your writing ability. 
Option 3:
You may write your own coming of age fiction. This should be a story that represents a problem that you see in our world that is exaggerated in the story you write. This should be at least 2-3 pages. You are graded on your ability to express the basic understanding of the genre, your creativity and your writing ability.
Option 4: Write a 2-3 page paper that describes in detail why you are similar/dissimilar to a character in your book. This should take specific details that describe the main character and compare them to specific elements of your personality or family life. This is graded on your analysis of character, your creativity and your writing ability. 
Option 5: Write a 2-3 page alternate ending to your book as if you are the author. On a separate page, write an explanation of why the ending should have been yours rather than the original. This is graded on your understanding of the plot and the characters, your creativity and your writing ability. 
Option 6: Write a 2-3 page journal entry as if you are another character in the book. Consider the climax of the story from their perspective rather than from the perspective of the main character. This is graded on your understanding of the characters, your creativity and your writing ability. 
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