For every poem you read, you should start to ask yourself these ten questions. If you are able to answer all of them, then you should be able to cull the meaning from the poem. Fine evidence for your answers in the lines of the poem and EXPLAIN WHY EACH IS SIGNIFICANT TO MEANING.  (20 points) 

Define the following terms:

Dramatic situation

Speaker

Audience

Persona

Theme

Meter

Structure

Setting

Allusions

Tone

Mood 

Attitude

Diction

Image

Imagery

Symbol

Metaphor

Simile

Personification

Paradox

Hyperbole

Repetition

Allegory

1) What is the dramatic situation (i.e. what is the plot of the poem)? 

2) Who is the speaker in this poem? What kind of person is the speaker? Who is the audience? Is the term persona applicable to this poem? Explain how you know with quotes from the text. 

3) What is the central idea or theme? What is the purpose of the poem? How do you know? 
4) Describe the structure, meter and the form of the poem. How do they contribute to meaning? How do the structure and the content of the poem relate? Think also of how it sounds….. (alliteration, rhyme scheme)
5) What is the setting in time and place? 

6) Explain any allusions. Do they share a common theme? If so, what. Explain the meaning. 
7) What is the tone of the poem? Mood? Attitude of the author? How are they achieved? 

8) Note the poem’s diction. Are any words that seem particularly important or well chosen? If you had to choose one that the meaning of the poem was contingent upon, what would it be and why? 

9) Are there any predominant images in the poem? Are they symbols? What are they symbols for? 
10) Any metaphors, similes or personification? Their effect? Any paradoxes, overstatements/understatements? Repetition of sounds or words? Is the poem allegorical? Is the title significant? Support your answers with quotes from the text. 
